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Book Reviews 377 

The Coming Mexico. By Joseph King Goodrich. Chicago : A. C. Mc- 
Clurg & Co. 

Mexican affairs are now so much in the public mind that the 
appearance of an unusual number of books on Mexico within 
the past two years is easily accounted for. The author of the 
present volume disclaims any intention of making his book 
prophetic in apparent conformity to its title. It is well that he 
has not attempted to prophesy, for within a few days after the 
publication of his work the unexpected happened — the govern- 
ment towards which the more optimistic observers of conditions 
since the enforced retirement of Diaz looked with greatest hope 
for the future, was overthrown ; the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent were assassinated ; and Mexico became unqualifiedly re- 
actionary. The book is like many of its predecessors in the 
breadth of its survey and in its thoroughness. In no other book 
do we recall such chapters as are here given on mountaineering, 
the seaports, the attractions for the tourist, the sportsman, the 
seeker after health, and pleasure resorts ; and the value of the 
book is, in this particular, great. The author's first acquaint- 
ance with the country was made in 1 866 and he is therefore 
able to institute some very interesting comparisons with the 
Mexico as it then was and as it now appears. But it is not a 
little curious to find him committed to a view of the civilization 
and form of government prevailing among the ancient peoples, 
which has now been abandoned by students since the time of 
Lewis H. Morgan and Bandalier, and it is further noticeable that 
his resume of historical incidents during the past century is con- 
fused. Two references to the so-called "Pastry War" (pp. 202, 
203), for example, are hopelessly irreconcilable, and neither of 
them is accurate. In other respects the book is helpful to a 
knowledge of Mexico, and presents by way of illustrations full- 
page half-tones that are especially attractive because of their 
newness and freshness, being a departure from the views so 
often repeated in other books. The Central American coun- 
tries are included within the survey and the book as a whole is 
a worthy member of the "World To-day Series." A. H. N. 



